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“The Faith Foundation Footnote”      Text – Matthew 6:13 NIV Footnote a       OT Reading – 1 Chronicles 29:10-13

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It was a little over two years ago when we looked at this Lord’s Day on our first journey through the Heidelberg Catechism.  And I took quite some time in that sermon to explain why the last part of the Lord’s Prayer is only found in the footnotes of many modern Bible versions and not in the text itself.  And for those of you who cannot recall what was said or were not there and are interested, I am happy to get you a copy of that sermon or to explain it at a later date. 
So, today, let us briefly note why most of us are surprised to find that the ending of the Lord’s Prayer is just a footnote in most of our Bible versions.  I mean, when we think about the Lord’s Prayer, it just has this ending!  

Well, the reason this is so is this: There are almost 6000 copies of all or part of the NT in Greek that still exist, today, in libraries and museums around the world.

So, you would assume then that most of them must be missing the last part of the Lord’s Prayer, if most of our modern day, English Bible versions have chosen to put it in a footnote.  Right?   
So how many of the 6000 manuscripts do you think do not have the ending of the Lord’s Prayer?  1/2?   2/3?  3/4?  90%?  Well, in actual fact the answer is 5.  That’s right – 5.  
But because those 5 are considered by many experts to be the oldest manuscripts, the common view is that those words were not originally spoken by Jesus but added in later on.  
Well, we are going to stick today with the 99.9% of Greek Manuscripts.  
Whether the words be in the text of our Bible or in the footnote, with these words, 
we believers proclaim the faith foundation of prayer.  And we simply do so in relation to 

God’s Kingdom, God’s power, and God’s glory – our three points.
So firstly then, we believers proclaim the faith foundation of prayer in relation to God’s kingdom.
1. Congregation, two Sundays ago, we looked at Q/A 127 of the HC, which explores the last request of the Lord’s Prayer.  And there we rest in Christ’s victory over our sin, we acknowledge our weakness when it comes to resisting temptation and we ask Him to help us to resist, and we ask Him also to “deliver us from the evil one.”  
a. Now, we didn’t consider this at the time, but this final request rather beautifully brings us back to the first three requests of the Lord’s Prayer – it sort of completes the Lord’s Prayer loop, if you will.  
i. You see, the first request of the Lord’s Prayer says, Father, “hallowed be your name.”  
A. And in short, as we saw, this means, may I and all people revere you, honour you, and bless you; may you be chief and first at all times and in every way.  
ii. The second request is May “your kingdom come.”  
A. And when we considered this request we pictured creation as a giant tapestry into which God is stitching His kingdom.  And with the request we express a longing that the final stitch of that cosmic embroidery soon be done.  
iii. And the third request is may I and all people do your will immediately, perfectly, and joyfully.  
iv. Now, when we pray these requests, we are asking the Lord that these things may be so each and every day.  However, ultimately, each of these requests looks forward to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
A. For only then will all hallow God’s name, only then will God’s kingdom be fully come, and only then will disobedience against God’s will be completely done away with.  
1) Philippians 2:11 describes that day as the day when every knee shall bow and “every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”; all shall hallow Him.  
2) Matthew 25:34  says that on that Day, Jesus “will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world”; His kingdom shall be complete. 
3) 1 Cor. 15:25 tells us that Jesus must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.”  His will will then be done by all.  
B. And so, when we pray, “and deliver us from the evil one,” we look, in faith, to the day spoken of in Revelation 20:14, where we are told that on the Day of Jesus’ coming, the devil and his angels will be thrown into the lake of burning sulphur where “they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 
1) For only then will the Lord’s Prayer will have its perfect answer!
2. I hope you can see, then, how all of this depends upon the faith foundation of this last part of the Lord’s Prayer.
a. You see, brothers and sisters and friends and young people and boys and girls, it really is a mess out there, isn’t it.  At least that is how it appears.  Take last week for example:  
i. Two NZ soldiers killed in Afghanistan and several wounded.  
ii. It looks like there is not a building left in Syria that is not riddled with bullet or shell holes, that is if it is still standing. 
iii. Six people shot dead in a Sikh temple in Wisconsin, USA.  
iv. Reports of a new earthquake or famine of flood almost every day.  
v. In addition, for two weeks now, we have had the best physical specimens of humanity wowing us on screen with their athletic ability at the Olympics.  
A. But whether it be tomorrow or in some years, even they will be lowered into the ground where their bodies will decay and rot.
vi. But one of you might say, “Come on.  Its not all bad.  You don’t have to be so gloomy, Pastor.  After all, look how far the gospel has spread around the globe!”  
A. And I would have to say, “Fair point.”  

1) However, if we just take NZ as an example of a place where the gospel has come and been faithfully preached for many years now, what do we see?  

a) Well, the founding denomination of NZ was the Anglican church.  And news reports tell us that they are about to say that those who engage in homosexual sin may be ministers and that their ministers should perform civil unions for same-sex couples.  
b) And indeed, our government looks likely to change the legal definition of marriage to permit same-sex marriage.  
b. But even if we leave those grim news stories and realities outside and come in here, is it that much better?  We are a group of around 140 believers.  Most of us grew up attending church.  
i. That means, on average, that we have heard 25 years of sermons – that’s 2600 sermons.  
A. And I hope you will agree, by God’s grace, that most of those sermons have been pretty good as far as sermons go?  
ii. We have attended 180 Sunday school classes and 180 catechism classes and 210 cadet Bible studies and 112 youth group Bible studies and 520 District Bible studies as well as ladies’ Bible studies and men’s Bible studies and Christian conferences, on top of our own personal Bible reading and devotion.  
A. But some of us were physically violent last week, some us lost our temper, big time, some of us engaged in serious sexual sin, some of us stole something, some of us got drunk, some of us were filled with a burning hatred for another, some of us gossiped or slandered another, some of us lied, some of us disobeyed, and some of us said something to someone else that was deeply wounding…  
iii. So, if hope, or our eternal future, depends on you or me, we are in desperate trouble.  
iv. If our future depends on science or progress or world peace or the common decency of mankind, we are in desperate trouble.  
v. And if it is that the devil is in control, then again, we are in desperate trouble.  
c. But listen now to the comfort of gospel truth:
i. Having just driven out a demon from a man, Jesus said in Matthew 12:28, “If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come.”
ii. In Matthew 13:33, “[Jesus] told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."”
iii. God’s purpose according to Ephesians 1:10, is “to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.”  
iv. 1 Corinthians 15:24  says, “The end will come, when [Jesus] hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.”
v. And in terms of the devil, right now, Revelation 20:2-3 tells us that Jesus has “seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.”  
vi. And though the devil is set free for a short time, then Jesus will come and “the devil and his angels will be thrown into the lake of burning sulphur,” as Revelation 20:14 tells us.  
Congregation, Jesus Christ is King.  He reigns!  And the kingdom of heaven is slowly but surely being woven into the fabric of creation.  And Jesus has promised that one day it shall come in its perfection and fullness.  So if you know Jesus to be your King, you are not in desperate trouble!  And so, pray, believer, “For yours is the kingdom!”

But note also that we believers proclaim the faith foundation of prayer in relation to God’s power.
1. On June 26, 1945, immediately after WW II, a conference of nations united in their determination that war would be eradicated agreed to form the United Nations.  And the opening principles of the charter that these nations all signed commits the UN to “maintain international peace and security,” to work to prevent and remove threats to peace, to develop friendly relations among nations that would strengthen universal peace, and to promote human rights for all.
a. Well, since then, excluding civil wars within one country, the world has seen war in Vietnam, 3 times, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Israel, several times, Korea, China, Congo, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ethiopia, Angola, Afghanistan, several times, the Falkland Islands, Iran, Iraq, several times, Uganda, Lebanon, the Balkans … 
b. So, let’s take right now, August 2012, as an example.  I won’t give you the dates, or every event, but as part of its efforts to eradicate war and promote peace, the UN website lists the following on its events page as gatherings the UN will sponsor just in August:
i. The Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination, Geneva, Switzerland.  
ii. Conference on Disarmament, Part III, Geneva, Switzerland.  
iii. Yeosu International Conference "Commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the Opening for Signature of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea," Yeosu, Republic of Korea.  
iv. Stockholm World Water Week, Stockholm, Sweden.  
v. Model UN Workshop, New York, USA.  
vi. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, 64th Session, Geneva, Switzerland.  
vii. Second Review Conference to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, Geneva, Switzerland.  
viii. And to that list you can add Earth Summits and G20s and Commonwealth Heads of Governments, and APEC, Arab Congress, and on and on it goes.  
ix. Now, I am sure that you also have seen pictures of these sorts of meetings on TV. They are usually in vast and opulent convention rooms.  There can be 1000’s of people present.  Everyone has a special headset so they hear the translators who work feverishly to translate English into Swahili and Korean into Farsi.  Everyone stays in hotels and needs to eat and be entertained.  Congregation, we are talking billions of dollars here.
x. But are we talking real power?  Well, right now, in Syria, government forces are killing the rebels or freedom fighters, and the freedom fighters or rebels are killing government forces.  And the UN is?  Powerless.
c. Now, I know that some will hear what has just been said and say, “Well, you Christians haven’t exactly got a clean record when it comes to war!”  And you would be right.  We must acknowledge, sadly, that even Christians also have taken up their swords and guns “in the name of Jesus.”  Guilty as charged.
i. The facts are then, and the Bible even says this, until Jesus comes again, there will always be wars and rumours of wars because we are powerless to stop them, because of sin.

2. But again, even when we step away from the large scale of world affairs and look a little closer to home:

a. Over 10,000 earthquakes in the last, almost, two years have shown us how powerless we really are.  
b. We can land curiosity on Mars and discover ‘god particles’ in Large Hadron Colliders, but cancer and influenza and rust marches on.  
c. We talk about job security, but that can change in an instant.  
d. We can be skiing or cycling one moment and lying broken and bruised in hospital, if not lifeless in a casket, the next. 
3. But in the Bible we read that God said, “‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”  He spoke light and everything else into existence!  That is power!  We read that God rolled back the waters of the Red Sea so His people could pass through on dry land and then brought those waves crashing down on the Egyptians.  That is power!  Jesus changed water into wine.  That is power!  Jesus made the blind sea.  That is power!  Jesus died, was buried, and then rose from the dead.  That is power!
a. It is small wonder, then, as we read earlier, that David prayed, “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.  Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.”
i. It is small wonder, then, that Paul prayed, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.”  
b. So, shouldn’t it be enough, then, for you and me to hear Jesus say, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear .. your heavenly Father knows that you need them … Ask and it will be given to you … if you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!”  
4. So what is the key to enjoying the present and future benefits of God’s power?  Putting your faith in Jesus Christ and repenting of your sins.  For then, God becomes your Father!  
a. And to those who know Him as Father, His promise is that He can do immeasurably more than you can ask or imagine.  
i. And one day, He will send Jesus to create the new heavens and the new earth.  
A. So pray, believer, “For yours is the kingdom and the power!”

So then, we believers proclaim the faith foundation of prayer in relation to God’s kingdom and God’s power, but also, lastly and briefly, in relation to God’s glory.

1. Congregation, my two youngest daughters recently did a project on the seven wonders of the ancient world.  
a. They made a poster with each of the wonders on it and learned about each one.  And those seven wonders were magnificent.  We might say, even, glorious.  
i. But there is a reason why we call them the seven wonders of the “Ancient” world.  
A. And that is because apart from the pyramids of Egypt, which are also slowly crumbling away, the rest are gone.  
b. So now, there are seven newer wonders of the world.  And they too are glorious.  
i. But they too, depending on how long history continues, are almost or will one day be gone as well.  
c. So, at best even the best feats of engineering have a passing glory that is here today and gone tomorrow.
2. But we have also just witnessed the Olympics.  
a. And lots of commentators have described those impressive, gold-medal winning athletes as having “covered themselves in glory.”  
i. We might think of Michael Phelps and Chris Hoy and Valentina Vezzali and Zou Kai – who, between the four of them, have won 35 gold medals at recent Olympics!  
ii. But in four years time, someone else will be the new Olympic champion.  Someone else will break their records.  
iii. And if he lives long enough, even Usain Bolt will one day not be able to raise his arms high enough to strike his pose.  And so, again, at best theirs is a brief glory with a very limited focus.
3. And even the glory of a magnificent sunset, or the glory of a triumphant symphony, or the glory of a Hubble photo of some distant constellation, because it is part of creation is at best just a reflection of the original, perfect, and unfading glory of the Creator.  
a. And we see a glimpse of this original, perfect and unfading glory in Exodus 24 where we read that “When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai.  For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud.  To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.”  
b. We see it in that when the tabernacle had been built, “the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”  
c. We see it in Luke 2 where we read of the time when shepherds were out in the fields, “keeping watch over their flocks at night [and] an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”  
d. And so, we begin to see something of God’s glory in these accounts in the Bible.  A glory that is so dazzling and so majestic and so powerful that it is terrifying to those who come close to it.  
i. And it is terrifying because it reveals us in our true condition – sinners; sinners who deserve to be destroyed by God’s glory.
e. Instead though, the Bible tells us in Hebrews 1:3 that “The Son [Jesus] is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.”  
i. And when He walked on earth, we read of a time when He went up a mountain where a glimmer of His glory burst out.  Matthew 17 says, “There He was transfigured before them.  His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.”  And we are told that while those He and  His three disciples were there, “a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.  Listen to him!"”
A. And what Jesus says is this, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  
B. You see, that peace began to reign when Jesus emerged from the tomb on Easter morning.  
1) It is the peace of the gospel of God’s glory in Jesus, our Saviour.  
2) And it is a glory that will be unfolded fully when He comes as the King of Glory to take His people to share in that glory.
So pray, believer, “For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.”

